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Thirst  for  Knowledge 

The  desire  of  the  Negro  to  ac- 
quire knowledge  and  his  ability  to 
assimilate  it  constitute  the  corner- 
stone of  all  that  the  race  has  reared 
since  emancipation.  Had  the  Ne- 
gro lacked  either  this  urge  or  this 
capacity  he  would  not  have  ad- 
vanced or  even  held  his  own.  And 
it  is  doubtful  if  the  South  could 
have  come  up  out  of  the  chaos  left 
by  the  Civil  war  had  its  one-third 
black  population  slipped  backward 
and  downward  instead  of  pressing 
forward  and  upward. 

By  emancipation  the  Negro  was 
made  legally  free.  Later,  by  con- 
stitutional amendments  she  was 
made  legally  a  voter.  A  slip  of 
paper  was  placed  in  his  hand  and 
he  was  told  to  exercise  his  rights 
of  citizenship.  This  period  in  which 
the  freed  man  began  to  exercise  the 
right  of  suffrage  has  come  to  be 
recorded  by  nearly  all  contem- 
porary historians  and  accepted  by  a 
majority  of  the  American  people  as 
constituting  the  most  shameful 
page  in  United  States  history. 

The  political  rights  that  had  been 
conferred  on  the  Negro  had  noth- 
ing real  and  solid  to  support  them; 
they  merely  hung  on  the  letter  ot 
the  law  and  could  not  withstand 
the  assaults  successively  made  on 
them  by  means  in  intimidation,  vio- 
lence, fraud  and  quasi-legal  expedi-  | 
ents.  By  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century  the  Negro  had  in  ef- 
fect been  disfranchised  throughout 
the  "Solid  South,"  and  was  con- 
fronted with  the  task  of  regaining, 
mainly  through  his  own  efforts,  his 
lost  status. 

Fights   for   Rights 

He  has  gone  about  this  task  with 
Intelligence  and  determination.  In 
addition  to  qualifying  himself  more 
fully  for  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  citizenship,  he  has  taken  his 
case  into  the  courts. 

This  phase  of  endeavor  on  the 
part  of  Negroes  is  depreciated  by 
large  numbers  of  people  who  feel 
that  the  race  could  be  using  this 
energy  in  making  gains  that  would 
be  more  concrete.  There  are  many 
others  who  pretend  to  feel  that  this 
effort  is  a  subversive  one,  involv- 
ing the  overthrow  of  white  su- 
premacy and  the  blotting  out  ot 
Anglo-Saxon  civilization.  But  the 
American  Negro  knows  that  how- 
ever great  or  small  the  power  of 
the  ballot  may  be,  he  needs  it. 

The  race  has  made  progress  In 
all  the  basic  phases  of  our  national 
life.  Starting  from  almost  zero, 
Negroes— in  round  numbers— now 
own  700,000  homes,  operate  1,000,000  { 
farms,  conduct  70,000  businesses 
hold  accumulated  wealth  to  the 
amount  of  $2,000,600,000. 
I  But  this  article  would  be  inade-f 
quate  if  it  represented  the  Negro 
only  as  a  beneficiary,  only  as  hav- 
ing received  or  gained  something. 
It  would  even  be  inadequate  if  it 
stopped  after  presenting  the  Ne- 
gro's remarkable  record  of  self-help 
and  self-development.  For  the  Ne- 
gro has  been  a  giver  as  well  as  a 
receiver,  a  positive  force  in  the 
making  of  American  civilization  a 
contributor  to  our  common  cultural 
store. 

Valuable  Contributions 

Many  of  the  Negro's  contributions! 
of  material  values  are  so  obvious 
that  they  cannot  be  overlooked;  for 
example,  his  gift  of  labor,  largely 
due  to  which  one  entire  section  of 
our  country  is  a  land  of  roads  and 
railroads,  of  gardens  and  farms,  of 
fruits  and  harvests.  But  the  Negro 
has  also  been  a  contributor  of 
esthetic,  intellectual  and  spiritual 
values. 

There  are  his  folk-art  creations; 
his  sacred  music — the  spirituals;  his 
secular      music— instrumental     and 
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